
Stephanie Logterman 
of Saint Louis Athletica 

cheers on a future 
soccer player. 

In our last newsletter, we published a letter from Aunt Shirley to her new-found 
nephew, Devonte.  Aunt Shirley was identified and l ocated through our Extreme 
Recruitment program which finds adoptive families f or children who have been in 
foster care a very long time.  Devonte is 16 years old and has been in 18 different 
foster care placements.  He had not seen his aunt S hirley since he was a little boy 
and entered foster care.  Here is a letter from Dev onte to her. 
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Board of Directors  

Jeff Haller, President, DataServ 
Thurman Brooks, Vice President, National City 
Kevin Roy, Treasurer, Solae 
 
Ric Anello, ricanello creative 
 

Marty Daesch, Sandberg, Phoenix, & von Gontard 
 

Jane Dueker, Stinson Morrison Hecker LLP 
 

Kathi Haller, DataServ 
 

Anita Klopfenstein, Enterprise Rent-A-Car  
 

Cindy Licavoli, Junior League of St. Louis 
 

Maurice Mahone, Monsanto 
 

Laura Mazzarese, Merrill Lynch 
 

Steve Mitchell, Thompson Coburn, LLC 
 

Melody Noel, Zerman & Mogerman, LLC 
 

Bhavik Patel, Sandberg, Phoenix, & von Gontard 
 

John Phillips, Stifel Bank and Trust 
 

Colleen Raley, Edward Jones 
 

Jeff Rosenblum, Community Volunteer 
 

Michelle Shockley, KSDK NewsChannel 5 
 

Marty Stammer, Deloitte & Touche LLP 
 

Eddy Sutton, Laclede Gas Company 
 

Edward Vazquez, St. Louis City Family Court 
 
Melanie Scheetz, Executive Director 

Our Foster Friends are volunteers who enrich the li ves of 
children in foster care by hosting fun, safe events  and activities 
for foster and adoptive children.   
 

We created the Foster Friends program after many re quests by 
volunteers who wanted more interaction with our kid s.  They 
are also our  go-to group to help spread the word w hen we 
have an immediate need for a foster child, such as a twin bed 
so a youth can move in with an adoptive family.  Fo ster Friends 
have hosted two Parents’ Day Out events this summer  – a kick-
around and picnic with Saint Louis Athletica players and a 

theatre outing to Alice in Wonderland  at Stages St. Louis .   
 

Next is a field day on Saturday, October 17 th.  Foster Friends 
also have the opportunity to participate in our pil ot Mentor-to-

College program - being matched with a high school seniors in foste r care to help 
the youth with financial aid applications and colle ge orientation. 
 

A warm welcome to our new Foster Friends - Carolyn Buselmeier, Marty Daesch, 
Jane Dueker, Sarah Hellin, Colleen Hogan, Cari Iken , Susan Harvey, 
Shannon Hauri, Gerald Hauri, Elena Logue, Jamie McC arthy, Laura 
Mazzarese, Linda Meyerhoeffer, Stacy Mirkay, Kelly Kern-Miriani, Janie 
Otto, Bhavik Patel, Bob Righter, Kelly Rader, Anna Rhodes, Jeff 
Rosenblum, Sean Stark, Christie Schaller, and Ann White.  If you’d like to 
volunteer directly with the children we serve, join  Foster Friends!  Visit www.foster-
adopt.org/fosterfriends to learn more. �
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The Coalition Launches Foster Friends  

Summer 2009 

The Extreme Story Continues 
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Letter from the Coalition President 

 
Dear Friends of the Coalition, 
 
There is so much news to share.  Where to begin? Fi rst, Extreme 
Recruitment.   We received our first federal grant, in partnersh ip 
with the Children’s Division, that allows us to hir e two additional 
recruiters and a second private investigator.  Now we can serve 
even more children.  More good news. With a grant from the 
Mental Health Board, we are hiring a second Educati on Advocate 
to work with families, case managers, and educators  to ensure 
that children in foster care receive the educationa l services they 
need to succeed.  These grants will increase our st aff from 16 to 20.   
 

This good news leads us to a big challenge, the Coalition needs a new home , 
desperately!  This spring, we won the Washington Un iversity' SEIC competition for 
nonprofit organizations.  The $35,000 prize will he lp fund the creation of The Exchange, 
a new resale shop that will be open to the general public and run by volunteers.  Our 
dream?  To bring our offices and The Exchange under the sam e roof.  Ideally this 
would be 6,000 to 10,000 square feet located in the  central corridor and close to public 
transportation.  Any ideas? 
 

The Coalition has been working with 501Creative to ensure consistency in all of 
our communications.  We hope you notice our updated  logo, tagline, and design. Please  
visit our website, we are very proud of it. Thanks to Sam Schmiz , of our Junior Board, 
who has contributed her creativity and talent to th ese efforts. 
 

This rapid growth is guided by our five-year strategic plan .  Check it out at 
www.foster-adopt.org/strategicplan.  And while ther e, you can also read our annual 
report and audited financials for 2008. 
 

Thanks to all of you for sharing our vision:  

FOR EVERY CHILD. . .  A PLACE TO CALL HOME 

All the best, 
 
 
 
Jeff Haller 
Board President  

THE COALITION 
WELCOMES: 

NEW BOARD  M EMBERS  

· Jane Dueker  of Counsel at 
Stinson Morrison Hecker LLP 

· Laura Mazzarese  Senior 
Financial Advisor at Merrill 
Lynch 

Family Ties , an evening of professional live children’s theatr e,  
brings foster families together to kick off the Hol iday Season at 
the Florissant Civic Center Theatre.  For many of o ur children, it’s 
their first experience of live theatre .  Imagine their delight – 
seeing a dazzling show and personally meeting the a ctors 

afterwards.   
 

On November 28th, our families will 
enjoy  “If You Take a Mouse to School.”  
 

Would you sponsor one or more 
children  by purchasing their tickets?  
Cost is just $10 each and your gift is tax-
deductible.   

 

Please call Debbie Genung at 
800.FOSTER.3 (314.367.8373) x38 
or visit our website at:  
www.foster-adopt.org/familyties.  

WE LOVE OUR 
VOLUNTEERS!  

 

Many thanks to the volunteers who 
helped transform our May Training 
Extravaganza into a day full of 
awesome activities for the kids: 

Kara Townsend, Laura 
Mazzarese, Sean Stark, Stacy 
Mirkay, Shannon Hauri and 
Gerald Hauri  who ran the field 
day activities. 
 

Anna Rhodes, Jamie McCarthy 
and Elena Logue  who helped us 
in a pinch with distributing the 
Reebok tees donated by St. Louis 
Rams player Adam Goldberg . 
 

Gail Czarnecki-Maulden, Keippi 
Cobble, Connie and Carol 
Haslett, Hendrik Lessle, Karen 
Sanders, and Kathryn Maulden  
who brought their adorable dogs to 
teach the kids how to properly 
interact with dogs.  This program 
was sponsored by Purina. 
 

Kelly Miriani, Sarah Scott, 
Carolyn Buselmeier , Stacy 
Mirkay, Katherine Feise, 
Maggie Dougherty, Laura Ng, 
Jennifer Seely, and Marcus 
Creighton who taught the kids 
about good money management.  
This is a program funded by Citi.  
 

A huge thank you to David 
Samson, Marti Lanese, Linda 
Lewis, Colleen Walsh, Ann 
White, and Moe Ataei  who 
helped with office projects. 
 

We also appreciate the volunteers 
who helped with the KidStore 
season switchover in May, 
especially the staff and alumni at 
Fontbonne University. 
 

Many thanks to Girl Scout troops 
4901, 1535, and 4140 which 
hosted Girl Power Trivia events 
and collected scrapbook album 
donations for foster children.  

�

 Special Evening for Foster Children  
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SPECIAL THANKS TO:  
Daughters of Charity 
Foundation of St. Louis for a 
grant that funds 4 all-day Training 
Extravaganza workshops for foster 
/adoptive parents and their kids. 
 

Old Newsboys Day for a grant to 
purchase school uniforms for our 
children in foster care. 
 

The Pott Foundation and The 
Saigh Foundation for grants to 
support Extreme Recruitment.  
 

Mental Health Board for a grant 
to hire a second Education 
Advocate who will work exclusively 
with St. Louis City children.  
 

Citi for a grant to provide financial 
education to the children attending 
Training Extravaganzas.  This is the 
3rd year for this program which the 
kids and volunteers love. 
 

Adam & Brittany Goldberg, 
who led the kids in exercise games 
at the May Training Extravaganza.  
Each child also received a Reebok 
t-shirt thanks to Adam and other 
St. Louis Rams players . 

 Miles & Friends — Big Hearts for Little Wishes 

If you would like to update your 
contact information, or if you no 
longer wish to receive Fostering 
Hope, please: 

Request in writing : 

Foster & Adoptive Care Coalition 

Heather Kemper 

111 North Seventh Street, Suite 402 

Saint Louis, Missouri  63101 

By telephone toll-free: 

800.FOSTER.3 (314.367.8373) x36  

Or by e-mail: 

heatherkemper@foster-adopt.org. 

 
If you would like to receive our 
electronic newsletter, 
eFosteringHope , sign up  at 
www.foster-adopt.org/enews. 

Meet Miles Elkins - our new friend!   Last February, Miles 
saw a child featured on A Place to Call Home on KSDK 
NewsChannel 5 .  He was especially touched by the child’s 
Little Wish.  Even though Miles is just 9 years old , he wanted to 
help.  To bring more people onboard to help grant l ittle wishes, 
he created a special box to collect donations.   He  placed the 
box, for a month at a time, in special locations – at his barber 
shop, at school, at a friend’s office, etc.  Anyone  who walked by 
the box could drop in some coins. 
 

At the beginning of each month, Miles, his brother Jonathan, 
and their mom, Angela, come downtown to our office to hand-deliver the donations – 
pennies, nickels, dimes, quarters – and lots of them! 
 

We are so grateful for Miles’ generous spirit and t o all who donate to his Little Wishes 
box.  And a HUGE thank you to Angela – she is raisi ng two amazing young boys with 
BIG hearts! 

Arts & crafts supplies, board games, Legos, action figures, pretend play items (such as 
dress up clothes and pretend food), CD or MP3 playe rs, purses, gift cards to Wal-Mart, 
Target, or Old Navy – these are the birthday presents most requested by foster 
children in our Birthday Buddy program. 
 

Our Birthday Buddy program matches generous individ uals and foster children with 
upcoming birthdays.  Typically, one donor is matche d to give birthday presents to one 
foster child – his or her Birthday Buddy.  However,  occasionally a foster child doesn’t get 
matched with a Birthday Buddy.  We try to keep some  donated toys/items on hand so 
these children will still receive something special  for their birthday.  We are running 
low on donations.   
 

Want to help?  Could you organize a drive to collect birthday pres ents for foster 
children?  For more information, contact Shelley Th omas-Benke at 800.FOSTER.3 
(314.367.8373) x29 or shelleythomasbenke@foster-ado pt.org. You can find more 
information about the Birthday Buddy program at www .foster-adopt.org/birthdaybuddy. 

 Collect Birthday Gifts — Organize a Toy Drive 

Exceptional Volunteer — Laura Mazzarese  

Laura Mazzarese is a volunteer powerhouse!  In 2007, Laura 
joined the first Old Bags™ Party committee at the i nvitation of a 
friend.  That first year she chaired the Volunteer Committee but did 
so much more – collecting handbags, storing the bag s, working on 
the catalogue – anything needed, Laura helped.  In 2008 and 2009, 
Laura stepped up to co-chair Old Bags ™, continuing  to house the 
bags and work on every aspect of the party. 
 

"Laura Mazzarese is a one woman volunteer committee ,” states 
Melanie Scheetz, Executive Director of Foster & Ado ptive Care 
Coalition.  “When she volunteers with us, she recruits everyone  in 
her community to help - her parents, extended famil y members, 

her boyfriend, her friends.  Laura is amazing!" 
  

As Laura learned more about the Coalition and our m ission, her commitment to help 
our kids deepened.  “I grew up depending on my parents. I can’t imagine  a child having 
no one in their life that they can trust.  I know h ow important it is to have a family that 
you can trust and depend on - it can change a child ’s life.”   
 

In addition to the countless hours Laura has spent on Old Bags � , she also has helped 
with our Little Wishes program and field day events  at a Training Extravaganza.  She  
joined our new Foster Friends volunteer program (ww w.foster-adopt.org/fosterfriends) 
and is the newest member of our Board of Directors.     Thank you Laura… for all you 
do for foster children! 

Miles and Jonathan 



OUR WISH LIST 
For The KidStore  
· NEW socks and underwear 

· NEW shoes 

· Pajamas 

· Clothing for TEENS 

· Diapers (unopened) 

 

For the Coalition  
· Great handbags  for Old 

Bags�  

· A new home —looking for a 
building with 10,000 sq. feet!  

· Prizes for the children at 
Training Extravaganzas            

· Financial donations are 
always  appreciated.  

 

 

SOCIAL NETWORKING 
Join us on Facebook , Twitter or 
MySpace to view upcoming 
events like Old Bags™ and Trivia 
Nights, see which of your friends 
are fans, and make new online 
connections. 

�

Foster & Adoptive Care Coalition 

111 North Seventh Street, 402 

Saint Louis, Missouri  63101 

o 800.FOSTER.3 (314.367.8373) 

f  314.241.0715   

www.foster-adopt.org 
 

Celebrating 20-Years  
of Helping Children 

The Junior Board hosted their 1st annual Trivia Night on May 9th—an evening of 
trivia facts, silent auction, and friendly competit ion that raised almost $7,000!  On July 
25th, over 200 men and women competed in the 3rd An nual Kick Ball Tournament—
the Red Ball Rumble: Recess Revisited .  Sponsors included:  Sandberg Phoenix & 
von Gontard, LP, Renaissance Financial, and Parksid e Financial Bank & Trust.  
Winning teams:    

1st Prize — Running from the Cops  

2nd Prize — Redballs & Vodka  

3rd Prize — Beer Today Gone Tomorrow 

Special thanks to our Junior Board members who work ed 
so hard to make these events fun and successful. 
 

In September , the Junior Board members will 
supervise children in foster care at the next  Pare nts’ 
Night Out with the St. Louis Dream Center. 
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Junior Board News 

The Junior Board welcomes new members: 

· Anne Rotermund , Enterprise Rent-A-Car 

· Onika Young , Coca Cola Enterprises 

· Bre Brennan , Community Volunteer 
 

COMING UP: 
Happy Hour —Friday, October 16th 

Cocktails for a Cause —Wednesday, December 9th 

Watch the website for more details coming soon! 

www.foster-adopt.org/juniorboard 

Welcome & Events 
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