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here are more than 3,500 wish
Trequests from children in foster
care this year. Can you help make the
holidays brighter for area children? Little
Wishes kicks off with Shopping Day at
the Kirkwood Walmart on December
3rd. Pick your favorite holiday wish from
one of the Little Wish Trees at the front
of the store and FedEx volunteers will be
on hand to mail your gift directly to the
child in foster care! After your purchase,
you will receive a card in the mail that is
perfect to present to your favorite family
member, friend, or teacher as a holiday
gift! You can also visit www.foster-adopt.
org anytime before December 21st to
grant Little Wishes online; we will make
sure the gift is sent to the child in time
for the holidays!
Keep your eyes on www.foster-
adopt.org to see how many wishes have
been granted as we count down to our

deadline of Dec. 21st!

Contact

314.367.8373
Fax: 314.241.0715
1750 S. Brentwood Blvd.
Suite 210
St. Louis, MO, 63144
www.foster-adopt.org
facebook.com/foster-adopt
twitter.com/foster-adopt



From the Board President

Dear Friends,

It is hard to believe that 2017 is
practically in the rear view mirror!
It's been a busy, productive, and
exciting year at the Foster & Adop-
tive Care Coalition. Our 30 Days
to Family® program underwent a
rigorous independent evaluation

and the findings were even better
than we hoped. In a nutshell, chil-
dren served by 30 Days to Family® spend fewer days in foster care,
have more placement stability, were much less likely to need resi-
dential care, had a higher chance of maintaining connections to
their paternal relatives, and more. I hope you'll read the full study

on our website. This is very good news for our kids.

Because 30 Days to Family® is so successful, other child welfare or-
ganizations want to implement this program. Recently, the attorney
general of Ohio announced plans to launch 30 Days to Family in 10
counties throughout the state and contracted with the Coalition to

train their staff.

What a year of growth this has been. Even though walls were torn
down to add staff for Educational Advocacy, Family Works, and for

Volunteer Spotlight: Joe

oe Eikmeier, our Featured Volunteer this Fall, is an amazing photog-
rapher and editor at KSDK NewsChannel 5 who has filmed A Place to
Call Home for the last 10 years. We love Joe because he knows how to

engage kids, highlighting what makes them special so prospective parents

our partners at Cornerstones of Care, the needs of our children and
families continue to steer the addition of programs. Typically, at the
end of a year we also look forward to what's coming next. Here’s a
hint: we anticipate there might be more walls coming down and

more cubicles going up in 2018. Youw'll be one of the first to know!

YOUR support is what makes it all happen. Do we say “thank you”
often enough? I hope so. We certainly think “thank you” a hundred
times a day. How could this important work happen without volun-
teers who help with childcare during parent trainings, plan incred-
ible fundraisers like Sizzle and Old Bags, work for Little Wishes and
Cinderella Project, serve customers in ReFresh, and more? Or without
our Junior Board members who host fundraisers, serve as commu-
nity ambassadors, and play with the kids at Training Extravaganzas?
Or without you, our generous donors, who contribute the funds that
fuel this important work. Thank you all!

John Phillips, Board President

P.S.Iinvite you to read the enclosed story of how one woman created
a new, forever family. Please consider a year-end gift to help more
children just like these.

Eickmeier

can fall in love at first sight. Our staff couldn’t stop raving about Joe’s in-
credible work. Summer Renne says that with Joe, “Nothing is an after-
thought. He is always completely present with our kids.” That presence
of mind produces clear results for children in foster care. Over 200 children
featured on APTCH have been adopted, with over 175 more on their way
to adoption. And what does Joe want everyone watching at home to take
away from APTCH? Joe says, “I'd want everyone to know that these are
typical kids just looking for the love of a family. Every kid deserves that.”
Well said, Joe, and thanks for all you do!

Joe also runs the Erin Eickmeier Foundation, named after his daughter
with special needs. They host about 75 children a year for a summer camp

specifically designed for kids with special needs.
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Help Build Self-Esteem and Confidence Through
The Cinderella Project

The Coalition is gearing up for Cinderella Project 2018! The Cinderel-
'(fr e la Project provides dresses to those in the St. Louis metropolitan region
r r T (-*] p , ) (" ) / [ (" r who cannot afford to purchase a formal and to all girls attending prom
who are currently in foster care. The girls are referred to the Cinder-

ella Project by high school counselors and case managers.

] ) I () O { 1
3 .._ : . = With the help of everyone in the community, the project has been

extremely successful. We need your help again! We are now collecting

‘What I love most about this experience is trying on new and gently used dresses at our resale boutique, ReFresh for our

th? dresses. I loved it because this is m}’ fir ?t time 2018 girls. (Drop off sites will be listed on our site beginning December
trying on dresses and | looked so beautiful.

1st and more added through January. Check back to our website for

- 2017 Dress Recipient more information. www.foster-adopt.org or www.refreshestl.org

Save the Date for Old Bags

Grab your friends for the best night out in town!
There will be designer bags, sparkle & shine,
treats & sweets, and even wine!

APRIL 26, 2018
HILTON ST. LGUIS
FRONTENAC
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YOU CAN GIVE THE GIF

Changing the world happens slowly, but you can ¢
Please donate today using the enclosed enve

THEO A

Baby Theo and his sister Rosa g
morning the police stormed the
Tests showed Theo had bee

Cisely, a 30 Days to Family® Special
for relatives. What she found
addiction. Then, one day, Cisely

the family. She'd heard the
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OF A FOREVER FAMILY

ange the world for a child in foster care right now.
ope, or online at www.foster-adopt.org/donate.

D ROSA

rew up in a meth lab. Early one
ome and arrested their parents.
directly exposed to drugs.

st, immediately began the search
was a family ripped apart by
received a call from a friend of

hildren needed a home. ..
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Volunteers are the Heartbeat of the Coalition

Many organizations organized backpack and school supply drives this
summer to help over 300 foster/adopted kids start of the school year on
the right foot. A big thank you to Bene’-Kelly Insurance, Cornerstone
Employer Solutions, Level 3, Memory Care at the Sheridan, the HR
Systems and Analytics team from Mercy, Thirty-One Gifts, Vantage
Credit Union, Verizon, and White Castle for their donations.

The kids had a fantastic time at our all-day Extravaganza event in
August, thanks to several volunteer groups who did all sorts of fun activ-
ities with them. We so appreciate Centene Corporation, Cornerstone
Employer Solutions, our Foster Friends, our Junior Board , and White
Castle for their help.

We're very grateful for Boeing Corporation volunteers who filled
duffel bags full of goodies for the children we serve. They also surprised
us with a $1,000 check! Thank you!

We greatly appreciate our terrific group of Foster Friends volunteers
who took 30 kids on an outing to Grant’s Farm. We're also very apprecia-

tive of the Thrivent members of Lutheran Church of the Living Christ
for donating to the outing.

We are so blessed that Circus Flora donates tickets every year so that
foster/adopted children can experience the wonders of the circus. We are
also thankful for our Foster Friends volunteers who make sure the kids
have a terrific time there.

Volunteer groups ensure that ReFresh and Resource maintain a
fantastic clothing selection for foster/adopted youth. A big thank you to
the following organizations for their help: Aetna Insurance Company,
Cornerstone Employer Solutions, Great Southern Bank, Liberty
Mutual Insurance, Peabody Energy, St. Louis University, the United
Way's Women's Leadership Society, and Washington University.

We were honored to be chosen as Parkway West High School’s
charity for the 2016-17 school year. The students worked hard all year
long to raise awareness and more than $9,000 for the Coalition. Students
circulated through the crowds at basketball and football games to ask for

Foundations Transforming Foster Care

AMC Cares Charitable Fund
Ameren Corporation Contributions Program
Anonymous Foundation
Bank of America Foundation
Boeing Employees Community Fund
The Community and Children’s Resource Board of St.Charles County
Cornelsen Charitable Foundation
Dana Brown Charitable Trust, U.S. Bank, Trustee
Dave Thomas Foundation for Adoption
Dennis M. Jones Family Foundation
Goodall Charitable Trust
Guth Foundation Charitable Trust
Herbert A. & Adrian W.Woods Foundation
Herman T. & Phenie R. Pott Foundation
Jefferson Foundation
John Allan Love Charitable Foundation
Joseph H.and Florence A. Roblee Foundation
Kuhn Foundation

Lucky’s Farmer’s Market Charitable Foundation
Mary Ranken Jordan and Ettie A. Jordan Charitable Foundation
Maximus Foundation, Inc.

The Mildred, Herbert and Julian Simon Foundation
Moneta Group Charitable Foundation
Norman J. Stupp Foundation
Pecha Family Foundation
Raymond H. & Florence L. Sponberg Foundation
The Saigh Foundation
Simmons Employee Foundation
St. Louis Community Foundation
St. Louis County Children’s Service Fund
St.Louis Mental Health Board
Stifel Foundation
TEGNA Foundation
Ticket to Dream Foundation
Trio Foundation of St. Louis
Vassia Family Charitable Foundation
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donations, organized a holiday toy drive, and coordinated 3 big events - a
powderpuff football game, a dodgeball tournament, and the Mr. Long-

horn male talent pageant where participants collected donations for fos-

ter/adopted children. Faculty member Susan Anderson said the students,
staff, and community worked really hard and poured their hearts out to
support and truly embody the school’s altruistic mission.

Angela Wakefield: Wells Fargo Advisors’
Volunteer of the Year

Wewere thrilled that super starvolunteer Angela Wakefield was recognized
as Wells Fargo Advisors’ Volunteer of the Year. Angela has volunteered in
about every way possible for the Coalition and she’s always willing to put
her hand up and offer to do more. Angela reports “I've always had a strong
passion around advocacy for children. Volunteering with the Coalition
gives me the opportunity to channel my energy to their mission and show
support for children in foster care. No child on this earth should ever feel
like they are notwanted or loved and that's what I see that this organization
does for each child; they treat them as if they are their own.” We are so
grateful to Angela for the manyways she hasimpacted the children we serve.

The Coalition Salutes Our Monthly Donors!

Myra Arthur
Joan Becker
Cynthia Bishop
Tricia Bisoux
David & Stephanie Collet
Marcia Coonrod
Steven Cullimore
Barbara Cunningham
Jill Frantti
Matt & Christy Frauenhoffer
Claudia Hall
Melissa Johnson
David & Kimberly Johnson
Sarah Jones
Brian & Deanna Manke
Rahne McIntire
Michelle McRoberts

Marla Moore
Marianne Muehlberger
Ryan Mueller
Nancy O’Hara
Jennifer Palmer
Fielding Poe
Nathan Riner
Jennifer Sapp
Lisa Sigmund
Ethell Smith
Jane Taylor
Aaron Taylor
Karin Thikkurissy
Joe Williams-Nelson
Steve and Jodi Woodrow

Angela Wright
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Thank You to our 2017 Sponsors of

PRESENTING SPONSORS

TIFEL

D BENMNETT LLP

PEWTER SPONSORS
Edward Jones
Rachel & David Eidelman
Jim & Kathy Martin
Scottrade

A Sizzling Celebration

CHROME SPONSORS
Ryan and Jess Blackburn
Express Scripts
First Bank
Matter Family Office
John & Jenn Phillips
Chris and David Schoemehl

Warehouse of Fixtures

NICKEL SPONSORS
Joe & Marcia Ambrose
Melanie Barrier
Carey Danis & Lowe
Joe and Janet Ciapciak
Dana McKitrick PC

DJ & Nancy Diemer
George and Barb Giudici
Great Southern Bank
Hogan Transportation
Husch Blackwell LLP
Laura and Mike Lueken
Moore Computing
Maurice and Marie Noellsch
Mike & Julie Normile
Rick and Christine Pennell
Rhodey Construction
US Bank
Brandon & Cari Wegge
Wells Fargo Advisors




