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Letter from the Board President

Jackalyn Olinger Rochelle

The Coalition is having a remarkable year! The 
Coalition is honored to receive the 2023 U.S. 

Health and Human Services Children’s 
Bureau Champion Award for Advancing Equity, 
recognizing our unwavering dedication to 
eradicating inequity, bias, and institutional 
racism within child welfare policy and 
programs. Upholding our spirit of innovation, we 
persistently pioneer groundbreaking approaches 
across all our programs, setting new benchmarks 
in the field. We embrace our responsibility to 
drive meaningful change and improve outcomes 
within our community. Our foster and adoptive 
families earnestly rely on us and we deliver every 
time, thanks to you!

I commend our change-makers who work 
directly with the community for interweaving 
cultural competency and empathy into every 
conversation and decision-making moment 
regarding our families. In doing so, we make 
enormous strides in closing systematic 
barriers in finding permanency for children and 
youth from diverse backgrounds. I couldn’t be 
more grateful for your unwavering support in all 
we do as a coalition. Whether through donations, 
sponsorships, or volunteer work, you always ex-
ceed our expectations. 

 We are so thankful to the restaurants, 
breweries, and volunteers who made our 
first-ever Bites at The Big Top fundraiser such a 
success in our community. We powerfully united 
to raise an incredible $122,700 for local children 
in foster care. Give STL Day was also a success. 
Despite unforeseen technical difficulties, we 
remained resilient, raising an incredible 
$230,000 to help match our children with their 
forever families! The St. Louis themed trivia 
night hosted by the junior board was a highlight 
as well. We raised $14,838 while spending the 
evening at the Urban Chestnut. What an
 excellent close to our event season! 

I sincerely applaud our Coalition team for the 
grand reopening of ReFresh! ReFresh was closed 
for the past three years due to COVID. On March 
9th, our beloved resale store returned and has 
since generated over $70,000 in revenue! We 
couldn’t do it without our stylish supporters.  

Thank you for investing in our work! These 
successes are only possible when our 
community comes together. Luckily, we’ve 
proved time and time again that unity is one of 
our many strengths.
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The Coalition was unexpectedly awarded with the 
Starbucks Neighborhood Grants Program 

donation in April. Our initial surprise transformed 
into a flood of heartfelt gratitude as we discovered 
one of our very own adoptive parents, 
Jeff Dyson-Perkins, had taken it upon himself to 
nominate us! Jeff and his husband Keith Dyson-
Perkins courageously decided to expand their family 
and embark on the journey of adoption. Together, 

they sought guidance and support from the Coalition. 
After completing training and their home study they 
received their license. Jeff and Keith emerged as 
the perfect representation of compassionate and 
devoted foster parents. Their commitment to creating 
a healthy and loving environment for their daughter 
Avery starting in September 2022 is truly inspiring.

Out of 20,000 nominations, the Coalition was one 
of 2,000 awardees of the Starbucks Neighborhood 
Grant, a true testament to the strength of his 
application! Jeff, we sincerely appreciate you for 
championing our mission to provide safe and loving 
homes for every child impacted by foster care. 

We are immensely grateful to Starbucks 
Neighborhood Grants and every other supporter 
contributing to the beautiful tapestry of efforts that 
sustain our Coalition. Having the support of one of 
our families is the highest honor we can ever imagine! 

Donor Spotlight: The Starbucks Foundation

Children’s Bureau Award

In April, the Coalition was honored by the 
United States Health and Human Services with 

their 2023 Children’s Bureau Champion Award 
for our work to advance equity in our local child 
welfare system. Nationally, Black children in 
foster care are overrepresented at a rate 
double the general population. In St. Louis, 
despite one-third of the general population being 
Black, nearly 70% of children in the foster care 
system are Black. Many factors cause this 
staggering overrepresentation of Black youth in 
the foster care system, including systematic in-
justice, intergenerational poverty, and racial dis-
parity, to name a few. The Child Welfare system 
is finally acknowledging this decades-long issue. 

The Coalition strives to finds permanency  for 
children entering foster care with incomparable 
urgency. We also prioritize placing Black children 
with culturally competent families fully equipped 

to support them. Because of these efforts, we 
were recognized as a “shining example of leader-
ship, innovation, and service excellence” for our 
groundbreaking programs, such as 
Extreme Recruitment® and 30 Days to Family®.

We are honored to receive the 2023 Children’s 
Bureau Champion Award while also recognizing 
that our work dismantling inequity in foster care 
does not end here! We will share how we plan to 
continue our work in the coming months. Our 
community of children and families impacted by 
foster care depends on us as difference-makers. 
We accept that responsibility with humble honor!
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Jeff Dyson-Perkins and his husband, Keith Dyson-Perkins, with their daughter, Avery, 

presenting the award to the Coalition on the behalf of Stacy Irby-King and Karen Alyasiry
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We are beyond grateful for our donors this 
year! Your incredible generosity and 

compassion have helped us reach our goal of 
raising $230,000 for children and families 
affected by foster care. 

The impact of your support is immeasurable, 
and we can’t thank you enough for making a 
difference in the lives of those in need. We hope 
that you are proud of the positive change you 
have helped bring about. With your help, we can 
continue to provide safe, loving homes for 
children seeking refuge.

Your kindness and dedication mean the world 
to us, and we feel honored to have you as a part 
of our family. Thank you for your unwavering 
support of the Coalition. Your contributions 
have helped us make a real and lasting difference 
in the lives of those we serve.

Give STL Day 2023

The 2023 Jr. Board Trivia Night was a huge 
success, thanks to the wonderful people 

of St. Louis and our amazing hosts at Urban 
Chestnut. The “All Things STL” themed night 
was truly one to remember.

A special thanks goes out to our one-of-a-
kind St. Louisans who participated in the event. 
Your presence and enthusiasm made the night 
truly special. We are also incredibly grateful 
to our generous sponsors, without whom this 
event would not have been possible. 

Thanks to your kindness and generosity, we 
were able to raise $14,838! Your contributions 
will make a significant impact on the lives of 
foster and adoptive families, and we are so 
grateful for your support!

Junior Board Trivia Night 2023
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STL Community Supporter: SLU Greek Week

Saint Louis University 
Greek Week turned 

their week of fun into a 
week full of impact 
raising $6,385 for the 
Foster & Adoptive Care 
Coalition, going above 
and beyond their goal 
of $3,500!
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Ethan, Caleb, Ava, and Liam entered foster 
care in 2018 at ages 11, 9, 6, and 3 after 

their mother fled the home due to domes-
tic violence. The oldest child, Ethan, had to 
assume the role of a caregiver for his younger 
siblings, often sacrificing his education to 
ensure they got to daycare and school on time. 
But their struggles did not end there. When 
they entered foster care, they were split up as 
no one was willing to take in a sibling group of 
four. The traumatic experience of losing their 
mother, then their father, and being separated 
from their siblings resulted in severe 
behavioral issues that providers were 
struggling to manage.

Despite the odds stacked against them, 
Extreme Recruitment® intervened to change 
the course of the children’s lives. However, 
even their recruitment process proved to be 
an uphill battle. After being separated from his 
siblings, Ethan reported that he no longer wanted to 
be adopted with them because he did not want the 
responsibility of parenting his siblings again. It was 
clear that finding a family for these siblings would be 
a challenge.	

Nonetheless, Extreme Recruitment® never gave up 
on these children. They decided to approach the 
recruitment process in three stages, beginning with 
the older children, Ethan and Ava, and then Caleb 
and Liam as a pair. The team was concerned that the 
children would not be receptive to living with 
relatives, but they pressed on with family finding.

Finally, the breakthrough came in the form of the A 
Place to Call Home filmings. During her filming, Ava 
poured her heart out, singing a song she had written 
that reflected her feelings of loss and longing for a 
loving family. Her words tugged at the heartstrings of 
her paternal uncle, who was out of state and had not 
seen the children in years. After watching the 
videos, he was moved to reach out to Extreme 
Recruitment®, expressing his desire to reconnect 
with his nieces and nephews.

On March 2nd, the children were reunited with 
their uncle, and it was a moment they will never 
forget. Not only was their uncle present, but all their 
half-siblings were there too! The family reunion was 
a joyous occasion, filled with food, laughter, and 
memories of the children before they entered foster 
care. The children now have connections with family 
members they hadn’t seen in years, and even though 
family placement and adoption may not be possible, 
they now have hope for the future.

It’s awe-inspiring to see the impact that Extreme 
Recruitment® has had on these children’s lives. All 
four siblings had not had a joint visit in two years 
before this intervention, and Ethan’s fear of rejection 
was so great that he pretended not to care about his 
family’s acceptance. But with the tireless efforts of 
Extreme Recruitment®, they were finally able to 
reconnect with their family and have a sense of 
belonging. The A Place to Call Home filmings not 
only helped the children reconnect with their family, 
but they also generated tremendous interest from 
adoptive families. 

Impact Story: 

Ethan, Caleb, 

Ava, and Liam
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Kameron, now 15, spends countless hours 
playing video games while isolated in his 

bedroom. His appearance became disheveled due to 
spiraling into a state of deep depression. His mom 
Jennifer became increasingly frustrated, anxiously 
knocking on his door only to not receive an answer. 
When it was time for Kameron to catch the bus to 
school in the morning, his door also remained shut. 
Only the faint sound of video games playing in the 
background was audible. As a result, Kameron 
became disinterested in everything he once loved and 
disconnected from reality. How did their relationship 
become this strained?  

Jennifer reminisced on earlier 
memories of Kameron. She chose to 
adopt him when he was only three 
years old, a cuddly boy with a 
bright smile and the softest 
embrace. As an interracial 
adoption, Kameron’s Black 
heritage and Jennifer’s White 
background made their family 
dynamic all the more unique.

Growing up, Kameron 
enjoyed an active life filled 
with sporting events and park 
visits that he often attended 
with Jennifer and their 
family friend Tristan. At the 
time, Tristan had a tremendous 
influence on Kameron; he was the 
only Black male present in his life. 

Feeling overwhelmed and fearing the 
consequences of Kameron’s truancy, Jennifer reached 
out to Risharda from Comprehensive Systems 
Navigations. Recognizing the situation’s urgency, 
Risharda immediately intervened, working tirelessly 
to provide systems that would improve Kameron’s 
well-being. Risharda approached Kameron’s case 
holistically, creating support systems that impacted 
every dimension of his wellness, leaving no stone 
unturned in her strategy. First, she contacted 
Kameron’s IEP Case manager to learn more about his 
behavioral history at school. 

Despite failing multiple classes, Risharda noted 
Kameron’s exceptional aptitude, having scored 
exceptionally high on his state-wide standardized 
testing. His brilliance was astounding, encouraging 
Risharda to continue finding solutions for his 
education. She refused to allow his natural gifts to 
remain dormant. She believed his wellness could be 
restored with the suitable systems in place. 

Delving further into Kameron’s history, Risharda 
uncovered a diagnosis of Reactive Attachment 
Disorder, a condition more commonly found in 
children not adopted as young as Kameron. 
To her astonishment, she learned Kameron had been 

prescribed powerful psychotropic medications, 
including one that proved ineffective after 

age 12. Concerned about the adverse 
effects on his well-being, Risharda 

advocated for a reevaluation of the 
medication. Thanks to her efforts, 
Kameron is now on fewer 
medications, all of which are 
beneficial to him. During 
heartfelt conversations with 
Kameron, Risharda uncovered his 
deep-rooted longing for more 
cultural representation, 

particularly in his personal 
relationships. Kameron revealed 

that his connection with Tristan, the 
only Black male present in his life, had 

been severed. Kameron yearned for more 
racial representation and cultural under-

standing. It became evident that fostering such 
connections was crucial for his well-being. Risharda 
encouraged Jennifer to restore Kameron’s connec-
tion with his biological family. Jennifer hesitated, 
fearing the potential challenges it might bring. 
Risharda shared the story of her adopted siblings, 
who experienced newfound confidence in their cul-
tural heritage after meeting their biological family. 
Stressing the importance of intercultural connec-
tions in foster care children’s lives, Risharda firmly 
suggested, at the very least, finding a mentor who 
reflected Kameron’s racial identity. 

Impact Story: Comprehensive Systems Navigation

Kameron & Jennifer
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“We approached 

Kameron’s case 

holistically, locating 

supports for every 

dimension of his wellness 

to best support 

his success.”
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Comprehensive Systems Navigators act as care coordination consultants, helping youth and family 

navigate multiple systems by: Advocating for the youth and family’s needs; Engaging the youth and family; Being 

a single point of contact; Facilitating communication among providers; Tracking outcomes; Providing referrals 

and linkages; Managing transitions; Providing supportive follow up. Comprehensive Systems Navigators helps 

families drive their Service Plan to completion, navigate systems, and overcome barriers.

Taking action, Risharda contacted Home Grown 
STL and other support centers to explore mentor-
ship programs. Ultimately, Kameron began to meet 
with a mentor provided by Home Grown STL, who 
helped him navigate his unique challenges and fos-
tered a sense of belonging and understanding.

But Risharda’s efforts didn’t end there. She 
enrolled Jennifer in a Coalition Support Group 
and implemented Home Support Services for both 
Jennifer and Kameron to participate in for 11 weeks. 
Recognizing the need for better communication, 
Risharda coached Kameron on ways to advocate for 
his needs during these sessions, helping him 
overcome potential misunderstandings. The 
improved communication between Jennifer and 
Kameron led to fewer arguments and a more 
harmonious household. The culmination of 
Risharda’s interventions and the collective support 
they received had a transformative effect on 
Kameron’s well-being. 

In the Spring of 2023, Risharda received an email 
from Jennifer with exciting updates on Kameron’s 
progress. 

“I hope this email finds you doing well at work and 
home. Thank you so much for taking the time to get to 
know Kameron and help him find his path. He’s finally 
back on track! He was accepted into a school that 
specializes in children impacted by foster care! He now 
has access to in-school therapy and mental health 
support! He’s doing great at school and recently brought 
home a straight-A report card in advanced Geometry, 
Geography, Biology, American History, and Physical 
Education! Did I mention he now plays for the school’s 
basketball team and is employed part-time at 
Vista Theater!? Thank you so much for investing in 
Kameron’s future; we couldn’t have done it without you! 

Sincere gratitude for your time and services, Jennifer”

Thanks to Risharda’s intervention, 
Kameron is headed toward a brighter future!
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As we reflect on this year’s Cinderella Project, 
our hearts are filled to the brim with joy! We 

want to express our heartfelt appreciation to all 
our incredible donors, gown couriers, seamstress-
es, and volunteers who made this year’s Cinderella 
Project nothing short of magical. 

Thanks to everyone’s boundless generosity and 
tireless efforts, 115 youth found their dream dress! 

Recap: Cinderella 

Project 2023
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It is with great sadness that we share the news of 
Michael “Mike” Hogen passing away in March of 

2023. In celebration of his life, we pay tribute to his 
remarkable contributions to the Coalition and the 
world at large and honor the pure and selfless heart 
that made him such a beloved figure in the 
community. There are certain individuals whose 
impact transcends their earthly existence, leaving 
an enduring legacy that touches countless lives. 
Mike was undoubtedly one of those remarkable 
individuals. With his unwavering kindness and 
boundless generosity, he brought light and hope to 
countless children and families in the St. Louis 
region and beyond. 

In a myriad of ways, Mike’s family graced the 
Coalition with their loving embrace. We will always 
cherish the memory of Mike’s daughter, Colleen, 
joining our team as a practicum student, a testa-
ment to the values of hard work and service that 

run deep in their family.  In addition to being 
adoptive parents, Mike and his wife, Martha took 
on a major role supporting our Little Wishes 
program which grants youth impacted by fos-
ter care individualized wishes during the year. 
Throughout their time involved with the Coalition, 
Mike and Martha sponsored a heartwarming 580 
Little Wishes!

Melanie Scheetz, executive director of the 
Coalition remembers Mike as a giant in the 
non-profit space sharing that, “He truly 
embodied his values of generosity and 
leadership in our community. Mike became 
a mentor to me during many stages of the 
agency. He’s always been an innovative thinker 
with a genuine willingness to serve our community 
to the fullest.”

In addition to his involvement with the 
Coalition, Mike Hogan wrote for the Saint Louis 
Business Journal and served on countless 
community agencies, boards, and nonprofits in the 
St. Louis region including the board of 
directors at United Way. Mike is remembered as 
an active and lively person who loved to engage 
in various activities, such as golfing, coordinating 
the delivery of children’s books to new parents at 
area hospitals, and attending every St. Louis sports 
game he could. He had a positive outlook and took 
on any task no matter how small, a true testament 
to his humble and benevolent personality.

Mike Hogan’s contributions to the Coalition 
and the community at large are immeasurable 
and greatly appreciated by so many. We honor his 
infinite impact and take comfort in knowing that 
his goodness will live on, inspiring others to make a 
positive impact in the world.

In Loving Memory: Michael “Mike” Hogan

Volunteers discuss tailoring options with 

a high schooler choosing a dress

Volunteers taking notes on dress 

measurements
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The Wren Family
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“Our family started fostering over 2 
years ago, and it has been one of the most 
eye-opening yet fulfilling experiences of 
our lives. Prior to this experience, our 
family had never been touched by foster 
care; however, we have grown to have a 
deeper respect for the families we serve. 
We have had the privilege of having 10 
different children in our home, all of 
which were different in their own way. As 
an African American family, our goal was 
to show children of color that loving and 
happy families do exist. However, this 
experience has taught us that more is 
needed. We also need to show the 
biological parents of these children that 
their family could be loving, successful, 
and happy as well. So we decided to work 
with our bonus kids’ families to help them 
be successful with reunification. 

Being a foster parent is one of the most 
rewarding things I have ever done in my 
life, and I pray our kids one day will pay it 
forward and become foster parents themselves. 
Helping those in need is one of the best gifts 

you can ever give, and fortunately, it’s within 
all of our grasp to do so, whether it be big or 
small, because these kids are worth it.”

Parent's Day Out: The Magic House

Since the pandemic started, we have been 
patiently waiting to bring back our Parent’s Day 

Out events. Our Parent’s Day Out events provide 
respite care for our families. For years, we have 
partnered with locations across the St. Louis 
region to host fun activities for kids impacted by 
foster care while their caregivers get a few hours of 
needed “me-time.” We partnered with the 
Magic House at MADE for Kids to kick off our 
2023 respite events! MADE is a maker’s space built 
just for kids, and this was our first time partnering 
with them for an event. We were thrilled to make 
it happen!

Our Foster Friends bring amazing energy to 
every event we do, and they are incredibly gifted 
at bonding with kids and jumping in to play with 
them no matter the task. Thank you for being a 
part of our Coalition Family!

Photo of Alicia and Courtney Wren with their son
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Bites at The Big Top was easily one of the top 
food festivals in St. Louis this year! The air was 

thick with excitement as guests arrived at The Big 
Top early for the first Bites at The Big Top 
fundraiser hosted by the Foster and Adoptive Care 
Coalition. Their outfits dazzled, from casual to 
fine-tuned fits, arranged notably, one guest stole 
the show, wearing an intricately designed golden 
vest reminiscent of a circus conductor’s costume. 
She truly embodied the night’s theme and turned 
heads with every confident stride she took.

Once escorted inside the main tent, some of St. 

Louis’s most renowned eateries and breweries 
lined the perimeter on display with a diverse
 assortment of flavorful dishes and creative 
cocktails for unlimited sampling. In the middle of 
The Big Top, auction items adorned a table, 
waiting to find a home with the highest bidder. 
The VIP tent was all the rave; attendees enjoyed 
live music performances and a buffet of tasty 
bites from Andria’s Steak House paired with an 
exclusive open bar. Circus Harmony performers 
mesmerized the buzzing crowd, showcasing their 
unique artistry at every section of the event- 

juggling with confident ease at the 
welcome station, parading the area 
on a silver unicycle, and taking 
center stage for an acrobatic 
spectacle that captured everyone’s 
attention for hours.

We would like to extend our 
deepest thanks to our restaurant 
and cocktail partners for their un-
wavering support and generosity. 
Your contributions helped make 
this unforgettable event a reality. 
Thank you to our 300 supporters 
who attended the wonderful night. 
With your help, we sold over 390 
raffle tickets raising an incredible 
$8,200!

We’d be amiss if we did not take 
the time to thank our spectacular 
sponsors! Thank you for eagerly 
supporting Bites at The Big Top. 
Your generosity and belief in our 
mission allowed us to create a truly 
memorable experience for our 
attendees. Altogther, Bites at The 
Big Top 2023 raised $124,200! We 
are immensely grateful for your 
continued support.

2023, the First Ever:

Bites at the Big Top!
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St. Louis continues to showcase its excellence 
in organizing family-friendly events that cater to 
all ages. We are so thankful Bites at The Big Top 
made such a lasting impression on our community, 
and more importantly, we can now better support 
our families thanks to the generous donations and 
contributions we raised throughout the night. We 
are already eagerly anticipating the next edition of 
Bites at The Big Top in 2025. 

We can’t wait to see how our community will 
unite to make an even bigger difference. And to 
each and every person who sponsored, donated, 
promoted, or attended Bites at The Big Top, we 
cannot thank you enough! Thank you, St. Louis – 
you are truly one of a kind!

Finally, this year, the Coalition joined forces with 
local influencers for the very first time to promote 
our Bites at The Big Top event, resulting in an over-
whelming success. We are immensely grateful for 
their invaluable partnership, as their efforts boost-
ed ticket sales and brought in a substantial number 
of new supporters. A special thank you to:

Feast Magazine
KSDK 5 On Your Side
STL Bucket List
STL Support Local
Justina Coronel
Queen Mocha Latte (Share’e Galvin)

 ❤️
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Magician Sponsors
Tim & Debra Niemann
Renaissance Financial Corp.

Box Office Sponsor
Cass Information Systems

Juggling Sponsor
First Bank

Auction Tent Sponsor
Mary Larner

Acrobat Sponsors
Andria’s Food Group
Anonymous
The Kiesel Company
STL Bucket List

Tightrope Sponsors
Jared & Urmila Baumann
Don & Elizabeth Cobin
EDF Group
Dennis Hall
Home State Health
Katherine & David Kirby
Jennifer Lynch
Midwest BankCentre
Noack Family
JP & Jaime Perry, Edward Jones
PNC Bank
Melanie Scheetz & Bruce Reed
Scott Credit Union Foundation
John & Leah Stroup
Cari & Brandon Wegge ❤️

Bites at The Big Top 2023 Sponsors

Catch you in 2025!

A BIG Thank You to 
Our Culinary Partners!
Food:
Andria's Steakhouse  
Bailey's Chocolate Bar
Balkan Treat Box
The Bao
Edera
Grace Meat + Three
Juniper
Loaded Nachos 
Mission Taco
Niche Food Group 
Olive + Oak
O+O Pizza
Peacemaker/Sidney
POP
Salt & Smoke
Strange Donuts
Union Loafers
Vanilla Sugar Bake 

Shoppe

Beer:
1220 Spirits
2nd Shift Brewing
4 Hands Brewing Co
Perennial Artisan
Switchgrass Spirits
Urban Chestnut 

Brewing Company

Mixologists:
Chris Kuse 

(Clover + The Bee)
Constantin Carrigan  

(Bao)
Matt Foster 

(Culinary Canvas)
Narwhal's
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Coalition Board of Directors

Thank you to our 

2023 Board of Directors!

Jackie Olinger Rochelle-

President

Bailey Glasser LLP

Mila Baumann–

Vice President

Cigna

Mike Normile - 

Treasurer

Cass Information Systems

Mary Larner-Secretary

Enterprise

Board Members

Hadi Al-Shathir

Thompson Coburn LLP

David Bell

Schnucks Markets

Dr. Rhonda Brown, Ph.D

Healthy Blue Missouri/
Anthem BCBS

Brad Brown

Contemporary Productions

Terrence Chance

Boeing

Don Cobin

Kennedy Capital 
Management

Maggie Curico

First Bank

Alexis Hershey

Midwest BankCentre

Rebecca Kenison

Andria’s Food Group

Katherine Kirby

Centene Corporation 

Sean Knight

APC Integrated 
Services Group

LaShonda Lambert-Howze

Schnucks

Maurice Mahone

Daugherty Business 
Solutions

Jim Martin

Dowd Bennett

Tim Niemann

Gunna Drinks

Tom Noack

Commerce Bank

JP Perry

Edward Jones

Emily Romines

Spire

David Singer

Warehouse of Fixtures

Adam Tilford

Mission Taco Joint

Dara Webb

Mercy

Cari Wegge

XIL Health
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